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Housetraining 

 

 

Housetraining is one task that is easier to teach over a short period of intensive training than it is over 

a longer period. The opportunity for going outside to toilet is the most important part of this training 

time schedule. The more often a dog eliminates outside, the more he can be rewarded for it and 

the quicker he learns.  

Start by taking your puppy out at two hour periods for three days. Then move to three hour periods 

and up to four by the second week, continue at four hour breaks until your puppy is housetrained.  

Always watch your puppy for eliminating indoors as if practiced this can become normal. The extra 

effort now will pay off.  

If puppy does go indoors, you must take responsibility for that. Never punish the act because your 

puppy will not learn anything other than fear of you. Take puppy outside immediately and wait with 

him. Clean the area with an odour destroyer to prevent the urge to return to the same area for your 

puppy.  

 

 

Each of the above activities will lead to toileting. When you go outside follow the three steps below. 

 

Take your puppy to the same spot outside as the smell will encourage elimination.  

 

Wait with your puppy and use a cue word then immediately reward the act.  

 

Return indoors together.  

 

The cue word can be anything at all, if you use it when your puppy eliminates then reward him 

afterwards, your puppy will soon learn to eliminate on cue. 

Always take puppy outside after he has: 

• Eaten and drank. 

• Woken up. 

• Has been playing. 

• Has been in the crate. 

• After training. 

• After becoming excited. 

• Always take your puppy out before bed.  

 


